NEW BIRTH COMMNUITY CHURCH

WEDDING POLICIES

Our Mission for Weddings


One of the purposes of this church is to produce healthy, mature Christian homes.  Our wedding policies are drawn with this ultimate purpose in mind.  Anything that does not enhance this purpose will be avoided.  Christian marriage takes the devotion of one man and one woman and combines it with the commitment to each other and to God.  Anything less is merely a romantic ceremony which should be performed elsewhere.  

Guidelines for Planning a Wedding
1. Setting the Date:


All requests for scheduling a wedding must be cleared with the church office and facilities director. Rehearsals and weddings will be scheduled at such a time to avoid conflict with the other programs.  The day prior to the wedding will be reserved for rehearsal.  No weddings will be scheduled on Sunday or Thursday.  A wedding cannot be scheduled to begin later than 6:00 pm on Saturdays.

2. Meeting with the Pastor:


The pastor must be consulted concerning all weddings.  If you desire our pastor to perform the ceremony, he requires three (3) one-hour pre-marital counseling sessions for each couple who wishes him to officiate.  These sessions must be completed at least one month before the ceremony.


The Minister performing the ceremony must be a Minister of like faith and order.
3. Place:

The Sanctuary.

5. Pulpit Furniture:

All the furniture may be removed from the pulpit.  This must be done by a staff member.  NOTE: See the Wedding Fees Table for the cost to have the pulpit furniture removed.  All music equipment may not be moved in any way.  

6. Music:


The purpose of music in a church wedding is to glorify God; therefore, we ask that the wedding music be appropriate for use in a church.  If there is any question, our Minister of Music will be glad to consult with you.  All music for the wedding should be approved by the Minister of Music and the Church Pastor three (3) weeks prior to the date of the ceremony.  We suggest the use of our church musicians since they are the most familiar with our equipment.  However, you are responsible for securing your musicians and an appropriate honorarium will be expected for them.

7. Doors Open:

For rehearsal, the Sanctuary will be available the Friday before the wedding between 6:30-8:30pm SHARP.  For setup, the Sanctuary will be available between 10:00-12:00am the day of the wedding SHARP.   Doors will open one hour  prior to the wedding, unless other arrangements approved by the Facilities Director. 
8. Decorations:

Decorations in the sanctuary should be appropriate for a worship service.  All candles must be drip-less candles.  Plastic drop cloths must be placed under all candles.  No nails, tacks, staples, screws, tape or glue may be used to attach decorations.  No fresh flower petals should be thrown during the service.


All decorations and plants must be removed immediately following the wedding services.  If flowers are to be left for Sunday services, the Church Office must be contacted well in advance for permission.  The Church will not be responsible for the storage or condition of these flowers or containers.  It is the responsibility of the wedding party to return any item to the appropriate owner.


Seasonal decorations such as those used during the Christmas or Easter season, etc…, will not be removed for the wedding or reception.


Rice or bird seed will not be used inside or outside the church building at anytime.  Bubbles are strongly suggested.  

9. Photographers/Videographers:


After the ceremony has begun, NO flash photography will be allowed in the sanctuary until after the ceremony is over.  Film exposures without a flash may be made throughout the ceremony from the doorway leading into the sanctuary.  Pictures at the church alter may be posed before and after the wedding service. 


The videographer should be out of sight of the congregation as not to disturb the ceremony (i.e. the videographer will not be in the choir loft or on the stage after the wedding ceremony has begun). 
10. Sound and Recording:

If you desire amplification, pre-recorded music, etc., the Church Sound Technician must be consulted three (3) weeks prior to the wedding.  A Sound Technician of New Birth Community Church will be the only person allowed to operate the sound equipment.   There is a fee for the Sound/Lighting technician. NOTE: See  Facility Fees Table


The wedding ceremony can be recorded on audio cassette or compact disk.  Because of the distance from the microphones and softness at which the wedding vows are spoken, we may not be able to pick up all of the words.  The wedding party is to furnish a new blank tape or cd for this recording.

12. Conduct:


Smoking within the church buildings or on the outside property is absolutely prohibited.  No person will be permitted on church property carrying or consuming alcoholic beverages at any time.  

13. Considerations:
Remember that the church has many weddings; you have one in a lifetime. Remember the church has to do its work before, during and after your wedding ceremony. Be on time for the rehearsal and the wedding.  The wedding party’s time is valuable.  The pastor frequently has other engagements. Weddings in this church are considered a sacred service as well as being a legal ceremony.  This fact will govern your wedding plans and music. The desires of the bride are considered in making plans for the wedding, but the pastor’s discretion is observed in weddings held in this church.  This remains true even when the service of a wedding consultant is engaged.

14. Wedding Application and facilities rental agreement should be turned in with deposit.

New Birth Community Church
Main Street | Mobile, AL 3661 | 251-316-0950

Cederick D. McMillan, Senior Pastor
WEDDING APPLICATION

Date________________________        Desired Wedding Date  ____________________

Time of Rehearsal ______________________     Time of Wedding _________________

Name of Bride ______________________________  Is the Bride a Member here? _____

Bride’s address ___________________________________________________________

Bride’s Home Phone _______________ Work  Phone ____________Email Address__________________
Name of Groom _______________________________Is the Groom a member here? ___

Groom’s address _________________________________________________________

Groom’s home phone _____________Work Phone ______________Email Address___________________
Address of couple after marriage _____________________________________________

Is this a first marriage for bride? ____Y____N       For groom ____Y_____N
Minister (First Choice) _____________________(second choice) _________________

If the minister is not on the New Birth Community Church Staff, please give his name and title

Pastor or Minister of what church? ___________________________________________

Will there be a wedding reception? ___________________________________________

Where will it be held? _____________________________________________________

Have you received the Church policy on weddings, rehearsals, etc? _____Y _____N
Have you received the wedding fees table? _____Y _____N
Hostess assigned to wedding ________________________________________________

Date of 1st counsel _____________________

Date of 2nd counsel _____________________

Date of 3rd counsel _____________________
