COURSE SYLLABUS

Outlive Your Life: You Were Made To Make A Difference

 (THL500.01)

Sundays, 10:15AM to 11:00AM, beginning February 06, 2011
Teacher:  Cederick D. McMillan, Senior Pastor
Phone:  (251) 802-7499

E-mail:  pastor@newbirthcc.org
Course Overview:

These are difficult days in our world’s history. 1.75 billion people are desperately poor, natural disasters are gouging entire nations, and economic uncertainty still reigns across the globe. But you and I have been given an opportunity to make a big difference. What if we did? What if we rocked the world with hope? Infiltrated all corners with God’s love and life? We are created by a great God to do great works. He invites us to outlive our lives, not just in heaven, but here on earth. Let’s live our lives in such a way that the world will be glad we did. In this book, Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado, it speaks of us in today's community. It's not a book of just teaching but more of that; it's a book of reminding everyone of us. The question is "Are we willing to put aside our self-centeredness, and have more of God-centeredness in us?" 

In order to reach out in today's community, it all starts with us. The very first thing is us being obedient to God and let Him unshell us, for if we want to be used by Him, we need to turn to Him in surrendered hearts first. We have to learn and devote ourselves in prayer as well.

However, many things that disturbs us in order to help those in need. Sometimes we think they are unfit to be in our clicks for helping them would tarnish our image. We only help those we are comfortable with. There are going to be the outcast, hungry and sick people out there. The choice is on us. And we get to choose. Neglect or rescue? Label them or love them? We know what would Jesus do. 

The phrase that strikes me in the book, "None of us can help everyone, but all of us can help someone. And when we help them, we serve Jesus. Who would want to miss a chance to do that?"

Rationale and Goals:

The course addresses a challenge in “applied theology,” namely, how to effectively apply our faith commitments in the service of expanding the Kingdom of God.  If we are to transform our culture from a “church” mentality to a “kingdom” mentality, we have to learn how to “Become The Kingdom” with the proper tools or methods. Most Christians fail at achieving mature discipleship because most have not moved out of there confort zone or haven’t been properly trained, hence they never live out the Great Commission! The course will attempt to rectify this by blending theological and practical insights into Kingdom transformation.  The theoretical approaches will be supplemented by case studies that illustrate both the challenges and the resources inherent in this approach.

The goals of the course are: 

1. To impart theoretical information that can help students understand better the need to “Become the Kingdom” (Luke 17:21).
2. To illustrate the flaws of our current “church” by examining some case studies.
3. To stimulate the students’ own creative, faithful responses to the challenge, inviting their questions and practical recommendations

4. To create a group dynamic that facilitates collective approaches to the issues studied, using simulation exercises to illustrate conflict situations as well as the strategic steps involved in “Becoming The Kingdom” (Luke 17:21). 

Methods of Assessment:   Weekly Reading assignments, weekly field studies, weekly discussions, and one reflection paper. On week 3, the class will be given the task to come up with a “Mission” program in which the NBCC congregation will become active in. 
Course Schedule:
(readings indicated should be read for that session)

February 6: Introduction

Assignment: 

a. Read Chapters 1-4. 

b. Complete Week One of Workbook

c. Weekly Field Study (Discussion & Action Guide of Textbook)
Group 1: Chapter 4, Number 3

Group 2: Chapter 3, Number 1

Group 3: Chapter 2, Number 2

Group 4: Chapter 1, Number 1

February 13: Review of Week One

Assignment: 

a. Read Chapters 5-8. 

b. Complete Week Two of Workbook

c. Weekly Field Study (Discussion & Action Guide of Textbook)
Group 1: Chapter 7, Number 1

Group 2: Chapter 6, Number 2

Group 3: Chapter 5, Number 2

Group 4: Chapter 4, Number 2

February 20:  Review of Week Two/Project Discussion
Assignment: 

a. Read Chapters 9-13. 

b. Complete Week Three of Workbook

c. Weekly Field Study (Discussion & Action Guide of Textbook)
Group 1: Chapter 11, Number 1

Group 2: Chapter 9, Number 1

Group 3: Chapter 12, Number 1

Group 4: Chapter 11, Number 2
February 27:  Review of Week Three
Assignment: 

a. Read Chapters 13-16. 

b. Complete Week One of Workbook

c. Weekly Field Study (Discussion & Action Guide of Textbook)
Group 1: Chapter 4, Number 3

Group 2: Chapter 3, Number 1

Group 3: Chapter 2, Number 2

Group 4: Chapter 1, Number 1
d. Beginning meeting as a class to discuss Mission Project
March 6:  Review of Week Four & Discuss Mission Project
Assignment: Reflection Paper: 3-5 pages discussing your spiritual development during this class.

March 13:  Present Class Mission Project

Out Live Your Life Commitment Agreement

We are asking you to take a journey of faith with NBCC over the next 12 months through Outlive Your Life. You are invited to engage in three ways: GROW, GO and GIVE.
1. GROW

I commit to take the next steps of growth in my faith by:

· Daily Reading of God’s Word 
· Faithful Attendance to Church (Bible Study, Prayer, & Sunday School)

· Weekly Fasting

· Living out my faith in everyday life

· Reading of other Biblical Literature

2. GO

I commit to assist in the spreading of the Gospel by spending more time with people outside of my own context. I intend to fulfill this commitment by:
3. GIVE

I understand that I must be a tither to be in Biblical Covenant with God. Therefore, I commit to trust God with my resources by faithfully giving my monthly tithe of: $ ___________________to the ministry of NBCC. I will give 
(Optional) In addition to my tithe, I commit to Outlive My Life beyond my tithe by giving an additional $_________________ per month to the ministry of NBCC.

I, ________________________________, have read the challenge given to me to “OUT LIVE MY LIFE!” I fully agree to the terms above and will do my best to faithfully execute them. 

__________________________ (Signature)

   _________________(Date)

